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Introduction

For most of the past two millennia, Christian churches have not only accepted slavery, but have also participated in the slave trade and
owned human property. The ethics of Christian slaveholding, however, have changed significantly. While Christians owned other Christians
without controversy during the late ancient period, Christian churches began to forbid that practice over time. By the early modern period, it
was considered taboo for Christians to own other Christians, although the practice sometimes continued illegally. While some individual
Christians, including ministers and members of the clergy, questioned the legitimacy of slavery during the early modern period, it was not
until the 18th century that a small minority of Christian churches began to assert an abolitionist stance. Even then, it was deeply contested.
For the majority of the early modern period, most Christian churches—both Catholic and Protestant—supported slavery and benefited from
the institution. Even the Quakers (Society of Friends), who were leaders in the abolitionist movement, took a century to disown enslavers
from their congregations. In the United States, many Christian denominations split on the issue of slavery in the 19th century, and Christian
ministers and missionaries developed robust defenses of slavery based on Christian scripture and proslavery theology. Enslaved and free
Black Christians were the most ardent abolitionists, and they drew on scripture to support antislavery and abolition. While a significant
amount of scholarship has debated whether Christian churches were pro- or anti-slavery, some of the most exciting research about the
church and slavery has focused on why enslaved people became Christian and how they used the bureaucracy of the church to advocate
for their rights and to protect their communities. Much of this scholarship has emerged from a Latin American context, where archival
records are more robust, but there are also important studies focusing on Black churches in the North America, especially the role of the
African Methodist Episcopal (AME) and other African American–led churches. Within this area, scholars debate the meaning of conversion
as well as the relationship between African religions and Black Christianity. Recent scholarship has emphasized that Africans and their
descendants were not passive recipients of Christianity. Rather, many enslaved men and women actively sought out baptism and used
church institutions not only as a place of worship, but also as a way to protect themselves and their families. Another significant area of
research has examined the relationship between the church, slavery, and race. Scholars have demonstrated how European Christians drew
on categories of religious difference as they developed new racial categories. They have shown how categories like “Whiteness” and “purity
of blood” were transformed within the context of slavery, as enslavers sought to reconcile slaveholding with Christian practice.

General Overviews

As Christian nations began to build empires across the Atlantic, the pope condoned the enslavement of Africans as long as certain
conditions were met. A century later, Protestant nations followed Catholic lead in creating colonial slave societies in the Americas, although
they developed different laws and practices related to slavery and Christianity. Blackburn 1997 provides an overview of the shifting
relationship between slavery and Christian churches in European empires, while Davis 1966 is a classic study of slavery from Antiquity to
the early modern period. Over the past decades, scholars have sought to understand the history of the church and slavery from the
perspectives of non-Europeans, especially Africans and Native Americans. Sanneh 2006 and Gray 2012 examine the history of Christianity
in Africa, focusing on the role of African Christians. Johnson 2015 is a wide-ranging study of the relationship between African American
religions (including Christianity), slavery, and colonialism, while Frey and Wood 1998 is an important survey of African American
Protestantism in the British Atlantic world. Gin Lum and Harvey 2018 contains several essays relevant to the study of religion, race, and
slavery. Reséndez 2016 explores the under-examined history of Native American enslavement.
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Blackburn, Robin. The Making of New World Slavery: From the Baroque to the Modern, 1492–1800. London and New York: Verso,
1997.

Blackburn examines the Old World foundations for American slavery. While not the focus of his study, Christian churches play a central role
in creating a precedent and a legal justification for slavery in the New World.

Davis, David Brion. The Problem of Slavery in Western Culture. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1966.

The first in David Brion Davis’s classic trilogy about slavery and abolition. Davis examines the ancient history of slavery and traces the
relationship between slavery and the church in Europe and the Atlantic world.

Frey, Sylvia, and Betty Wood. Come Shouting to Zion: African American Protestantism in the American South and British
Caribbean to 1830. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1998.

An important survey of Afro-Protestantism in British America and the early United States. Early chapters cover the history of Catholicism in
Africa and the persistence of African religious traditions under slavery in the Americas. Later chapters cover Protestant missionary efforts,
and the expansion of Afro-Protestantism after the Great Awakening.

Gin Lum, Kathryn, and Paul Harvey, eds. The Oxford Handbook of Religion and Race in American History. New York: Oxford
University Press, 2018.

An excellent edited volume with over thirty essays, covering race and religion from the colonial period until the 2020s. Several essays are
relevant for discussions of the church and slavery.

Gray, Richard. Christianity, the Papacy, and Mission in Africa. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 2012.

A posthumously published set of essays. Gray’s overarching argument is that African Christians played a central role in initiating papal
interest and involvement in sub-Saharan Africa. Several essays touch on the history of slavery and the slave trade.

Johnson, Sylvester. African American Religions, 1500–2000. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2015.

While not focusing exclusively on the church or Christianity, Johnson’s synthesis of five hundred years of African American religions is an
indispensable study that traces the relationship between Black religion, slavery, racism, and colonialism within a transatlantic frame.

Lampe, Armando, ed. Christianity in the Caribbean: Essays on Church History. Kingston, Jamaica: University of the West Indies
Press, 2001.

A helpful overview of the relationship between the church and slavery in the Caribbean, with essays on Catholic and Protestant churches in
different imperial and national settings.

Reséndez, Andrés. The Other Slavery: The Uncovered Story of Indian Enslavement in America. Boston and New York: Houghton
Mifflin Harcourt, 2016.

The history of Native American enslavement has long been under-examined, largely because indigenous slavery was illegal for most of
colonial American history. This study does not focus on the church explicitly, but the relationship between Catholicism and Indian slavery is
an important theme.
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Sanneh, Lamin. “Christianity in Africa.” In The Cambridge History of Christianity. Edited by Stewart Brown and Timothy Tackett,
411–432. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2006.

Sanneh’s survey traces the changing role of Christianity—both Catholic and Protestant—in West and East Africa, focusing on the role of
Christian missions and the impact of slavery and colonialism.

Slavery in Christian Europe

Practices of enslavement in the Atlantic world built on the history of slavery in Christian Europe and the Mediterranean world. Medieval and
early modern European Christians generally accepted slavery, but they disagreed about who could be enslaved and when slavery was
justified. Throughout the medieval period, the Catholic church condoned slavery, and the church itself held both Christian and non-Christian
slaves. Over time, the expansion of the Ottoman Empire and the creation of new European trading posts in sub-Saharan Africa led the
Christian churches of Europe to shift their position on slaveholding. The enslavement of Christians became taboo, although the Christian
churches of Europe—both Catholic and Protestant—continued to accept slavery until the 18th and 19th centuries. Phillips 1985 and
Blackburn 1997 trace the changing ethics of Christian slave-holding that accompanied these larger changes in imperial power dynamics.
Muldoon 2005 surveys medieval Christian justifications for slavery, while Blumenthal 2009 provides a nuanced portrait of everyday practice
related to slavery and religion in 15th-century Valencia. Guasco 2014 shows how even in early modern England, where chattel slavery had
receded by the 16th century, slavery was still widely accepted by Protestant churches. Davis 1966 discusses the relationship between
slavery and sin in late ancient Christian theology.

Blackburn, Robin. “The Old World Background to European Colonial Slavery.” William & Mary Quarterly 54.1 (1997): 65–102.

Blackburn examines the relationship between European Christian polities and the institution of slavery from the medieval period into the
early modern era. He examines shifting beliefs and practices regarding whether Christians could enslave other Christians, noting the impact
of Islam and the different trajectories in Iberia and north-western Europe. He also traces changes in the source of slaves from Slavs to
Africans, and the accompanying development of race-based Christian justifications for slavery, such as the Curse of Ham.

Blumenthal, Debra. Enemies and Familiars: Slavery and Mastery in Fifteenth-Century Valencia. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University
Press, 2009.

Blumenthal gives a deeply textured account of slavery in Valencia. Her study is an important counterpoint to the sweeping general accounts
about slavery and Christianity, as it shows how everyday practice often contradicted or circumvented legal rulings or official stances
governing the relationship between the church and slavery.

Davis, David Brion. The Problem of Slavery in Western Culture. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1966.

A classic and seminal study of the long history of slavery. Chapter 3 examines the theological underpinnings that equate slavery with sin,
and chapter 4 focuses on slavery in medieval and early modern Europe, especially northwestern Europe. Davis argues that even in areas of
Christian Europe where chattel slavery was no longer prevalent, the institution of slavery was still widely accepted.

Davis, Robert C. Christian Slaves, Muslim Masters: White Slavery in the Mediterranean, the Barbary Coast, and Italy, 1500–1800.
Basingstoke, UK, and New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2003.

Examines the enslavement of Christians in the Mediterranean world, including the role of the church in seeking to redeem Christians from
slavery.
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Guasco, Michael. Slaves and Englishmen: Human Bondage in the Early Modern Atlantic World. Philadelphia: University of
Pennsylvania Press, 2014.

While early modern English people viewed themselves as uniquely “free,” they accepted slavery. Guasco does not focus exclusively on the
role of the church, but his account is helpful for understanding the broader religious underpinnings for slavery in the English Atlantic world.
Includes a chapter about the enslavement of English Protestants in the Mediterranean world.

Muldoon, James. “Spiritual Freedom—Physical Slavery: The Medieval Church and Slavery.” Ave Maria Law Review 3.1 (Spring
2005): 69–93.

Muldoon surveys the various arguments that the medieval church made to justify slavery. He rejects the assumption that slavery was “dying
out” in Europe, emphasizing that there were robust and active slave markets in Europe throughout the medieval period.

Peabody, Sue. “An Alternative Genealogy of the Origins of French Free Soil: Medieval Toulouse.” Slavery & Abolition 32.3 (2011):
341–362.

Argues that the “free soil” tradition in France had multiple “origins”: (1) the long-held “pious tradition” of free slaves; (2) a 1314 ordinance by
Louis X, which equated the kingdom of France with the condition of freedom; (3) a 16th-century rivalry between France and Spain, during
which Spanish slaves were publicly manumitted; and (4) a number of late medieval legal decisions proclaiming freedom within a particular
city, the earliest of which was made in 1402 in Toulouse.

Phillips, William D. Slavery from Roman Times to the Early Transatlantic Trade. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1985.

Phillips synthesized scholarship in this overarching account of the history of slavery from the late Antique period into the early modern
period. Slavery never disappeared in Europe, and Phillips shows how it adapted based on religious, economic, and political events. While
the relationship between the church and slavery is not the focus of the book, the role of Christianity is a central feature.

Phillips, William D. Slavery in Medieval and Early Modern Iberia. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2013.

Another work of synthetic scholarship by Phillips, this one focused on Iberia. Phillips traces the changing practice of chattel slavery, paying
special attention to the Reconquista and the influence of Islam on Christian ideas about slaveholding.

Saunders, Alastair C. de C. M. A Social History of Black Slaves and Freedmen in Portugal, 1441–1555. New York: Cambridge
University Press, 1982

A useful study of the role of enslaved and free Blacks in 15th- and 16th-century Portugal, which covers the founding of the first Black
fraternities in the Iberian Atlantic world.

The Catholic Church and Imperial Expansion

During the Reconquista, the Catholic church held that the enslavement of Muslims was justified because Muslims were “infidels” who
knowingly rejected Christ. When Portuguese traders began to purchase slaves in sub-Saharan West Africa, where Islam was not as
widespread, Catholic leaders sought approval from the pope. In 1452, Pope Nicholas V issued the brief Dum Diversas, which regarded the
enslavement of sub-Saharan Africans as part of the Holy War of Reconquest. In 1454, the brief Romanus Pontifex reconfirmed papal
support for African slavery, as did papal briefs issues in 1456, 1481, and 1514. Boxer 1978 and Maxwell 1975 provide summaries of the
major papal bulls regarding slavery, and they criticize the Catholic church for supporting slavery. Guimarães Sá 2007 traces how Catholic
bureaucracy influenced the institution of slavery and missionary activity in the Portuguese empire. Gray 1987 shows that while the papacy
did condone slavery, there were important debates between Catholics about the morality of the institution.
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Boxer, Charles. The Church Militant and Iberian Expansion, 1440–1770. London: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1978.

A short but informative volume that covers the early papal bulls that legitimized the enslavement of sub-Saharan Africans, the unification of
church and Crown in the Portuguese and Spanish Atlantic worlds (known as the padroado real and the patronato real), and the Inquisition.

Gray, Richard. “The Papacy and the Atlantic Slave Trade: Lourenço da Silva, the Capuchins and the Decisions of the Holy Office.”
Past & Present 115 (1987): 52–68.

While previous historians have concluded that the papacy did nothing to attack slavery before 1839, Gray argues that there were important
debates between Catholics about the ethics of the trade. An essay that is also reprinted in Gray 1990, Lourenço da Silva, an Afro-Brazilian
who claimed royal ancestry, submitted a series of petitions to the popes regarding slavery.

Gray, Richard. Black Christians and White Missionaries. London and New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1990.

This wide-ranging set of essays includes chapters on the Propaganda Fide, the Kingdom of Kongo, and the Afro-Brazilian Catholic
Louernço da Silva (reprinted from Gray 1987) as well as discussions of key theoretical debates about “conversion,” “syncretism,” and
“appropriation.”

Guimarães Sá, Isabel dos. “Ecclesiastical Structures and Religious Action.” In Portuguese Oceanic Expansion, 1400–1800. Edited
by Francisco Bethencourt and Diogo Ramada Curto, 255–282. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2007.

A helpful overview of the shifting relationship between conversion, empire, and enslavement in the early Portuguese Empire. It examines
the effect of the Council of Trent on the structure of Catholic missionary activities and the persistence of the ideals of the crusades.

Maxwell, John Francis. Slavery and the Catholic Church: The History of Catholic Teaching concerning the Moral Legitimacy of the
Institution of Slavery. Chichester, UK, and London: Barry Rose, 1975.

A slim volume that lists the various papal statements regarding slavery. Written from a Catholic perspective, it asks why the Catholic church
took so long to condemn slavery.

Kongo Christianity

In the late 15th century, political elites in the Kingdom of Kongo cultivated diplomatic and religious ties to the Portuguese Crown and the
Catholic church, and several requested Catholic baptism. In the early 16th century, Afonso I, the King of Kongo, declared Christianity the
official religion of the kingdom. In 1595, Kongo was recognized by the papacy as an episcopal see and São Salvador became a cathedral.
Scholars have debated whether Kongo Christianity was widespread, or whether it remained limited to political elites. Thornton 1984, Gray
1990, and Heywood and Thornton 2007 all examine the adoption and spread of Catholicism in the Kingdom of Kongo. Heywood 2017 and
Thornton 1998 offer fascinating biographies of different female leaders in West Central Africa, including their relationship to the church and
slavery. Fromont 2014 is an excellent study of Kongo Christianity during the early modern period, focusing on visual culture.

Fromont, Cécile. The Art of Conversion: Christian Visual Culture in the Kingdom of Kongo. University of North Carolina Press,
2014.

A superb study of Kongo Christianity that focuses on visual and material culture. Fromont argues that material sources can offer new insight
into African perspectives on Christianity. She rejects the idea that African conversion to Catholicism was “appropriation” or “failed
acculturation,” and instead emphasizes how visual and material culture could create “spaces of correlation.” She examines the meaning of
iron crosses, paintings, clothing, and ritual performances.
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Gray, Richard. Black Christians and White Missionaries. London and New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1990.

In this wide-ranging set of essays, chapter 3 examines the adoption of Christianity in the Kingdom of Kongo, focusing on the Soyo region.
Other chapters consider the politics of “conversion” and “appropriation” in African Christianity.

Heywood, Linda M. Njinga of Angola: Africa’s Warrior Queen. Cambridge, MA, and London: Harvard University Press, 2017.

A compelling biography of Njinga, the queen of the West Central African kingdom of Ndongo-Matamba. Through thematically and
chronologically organized chapters, Heywood traces Njinga’s evolving relationship with the Catholic church, her resistance to Portuguese
colonization, and her political and religious leadership. Heywood draws extensively from Catholic missionary records to reconstruct Njinga’s
life.

Heywood, Linda M., and John Thornton. Central Africans, Atlantic Creoles, and the Foundation of the Americas, 1585–1660.
Cambridge and New York: Cambridge University Press, 2007.

While not focused exclusively on the role of the Catholic church in the Kingdom of Kongo, Heywood and Thornton make the case that
Christianity was an important component of Afro-Atlantic creole culture in the 16th and 17th centuries.

Thornton, John. “The Development of an African Catholic Church in the Kingdom of Kongo, 1491–1750.” The Journal of African
History 25.2 (1984): 147–167.

Thornton argues that Catholicism was more widespread in West Central Africa than scholars had previously assumed.

Thornton, John. The Kongolese Saint Anthony: Dona Beatriz Kimpa Vita and the Antonian Movement, 1684–1706. Cambridge and
New York: Cambridge University Press, 1998.

A narrative about Dona Beatriz Kimpa Vita’s movement to restore the Kingdom of Kongo. Dona Beatriz, an elite Kongo woman, claimed to
be possessed by the spirit of Saint Anthony, and she led a prophetic movement to purge the kingdom from foreign influences. Thornton’s
book is based largely on the accounts of four Italian Capuchin priests.

Native American Slavery and the Church

When Christopher Columbus arrived in the Caribbean, he enslaved dozens of Native men, women, and children, and transported them
back to Spain. While the Castilian monarchs, Ferdinand and Isabella, initially approved the sale, they later concluded that Native American
slavery was illegal because Native people were not enemies of the church. Regardless of this royal decree, indigenous people were still
forced into servitude and slavery. The widespread enslavement of Native peoples was criticized by Bartolomé de las Casas and other
Catholic activists, who succeeded in convincing the Spanish monarch to create the New Laws in 1542, which affirmed that Indians were
“free vassals.” Despite these legal rulings and general prohibitions by the church, Native American slavery was widespread throughout the
early modern period, in both Catholic and Protestant empires. Reséndez 2016 provides an overview of the Native American slavery in the
Americas, while Rushforth 2012 focuses on New France, and Gallay 2003 shows the extent of Native American slavery in the southern
British colonies. The literature on Bartholomé de las Casas and the New Laws is vast, but one good starting point is Clayton and Lantigua
2020. Meier 2001 provides an overview of the relationship between the Catholic church and slavery in the Caribbean from 1492 until the
1620s. Fisher and Bialuschewski 2017 offers a historiographical overview of the growing field of Native American slavery studies. While the
church is not the explicit focus of many of these texts, it is an important central theme.

Clayton, Lawrence A., and David M. Lantigua, eds. Bartolomé de las Casas and the Defense of Amerindian Rights: A Brief History
with Documents. Tuscaloosa: The University of Alabama Press, 2020.
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A concise and wide-ranging volume that includes primary sources as well as an overview of the major debates about las Casas and
indigenous rights. Part 3 focuses on slavery and the New Laws, including the tension between las Casas’s defense of Native Americans
and his temporary support for African slavery. A good text for teaching.

Fisher, Linford, and Arne Bialuschewski. “New Directions in the History of Native American Slavery Studies.” Ethnohistory 64.1
(2017): 1–17.

An introduction to a special issue of Ethnohistory focused on Native American slavery, which offers a helpful survey of recent scholarship in
the field.

Gallay, Allan. The Indian Slave Trade: The Rise of the English Empire in the American South, 1670–1717. New Haven, CT: Yale
University Press, 2003.

Examines the extensive slave trade in Native peoples in the southern British colonies. The Protestant churches did not condone the
enslavement of Native peoples, but the practice still continued, largely under the veil of the “just war” rationale.

Meier, Johannes. “The Beginnings of the Catholic Church in the Caribbean.” In Christianity in the Caribbean: Essays on Church
History. Edited by Armando Lampe, 1–85. Kingston, Jamaica: University of the West Indies Press, 2001.

A helpful survey of the relationship between the Catholic church and slavery during the early period of Spanish colonization in the
Caribbean, including the enslavement of Native Americans and subsequent debates about the legality of indigenous slavery.

Reséndez, Andrés. The Other Slavery: The Uncovered Story of Indian Enslavement in America. Boston and New York: Houghton
Mifflin Harcourt, 2016.

The history of Native American enslavement has long been under-examined, largely because indigenous slavery was illegal for most of
colonial American history. Chapters 1–3 provide a helpful overview of the initial debates about Native American slavery in the Spanish
Empire.

Rushforth, Brett. Bonds of Alliance: Indigenous and Atlantic Slaveries in New France. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina
Press, 2012.

A wide-ranging and nuanced account of the practice of slavery among both indigenous and French people in New France. Includes
comparisons between African and Native America slaveries in the French Atlantic world.

Church, Slavery, and Law in Atlantic Empires

As European nations established colonies in the Americas, they expanded the institution of slavery. Christianity—both Catholic and
Protestant—played an important role in defining Slave Law throughout the Americas. In the Spanish and Portuguese empires, the pope
granted the imperial monarchs the authority to act as the head of the Church in their respective colonial territories. This bureaucratic
arrangement, known as the padroado real in Portuguese and the patronato real in Spanish, had important consequences for the
relationship between the Church, law, and slavery. In the British, Dutch, and Danish Empires, where colonial ventures were frequently
funded by joint-stock companies, the Protestant churches did not have as much power, leading to a more de-centralized bureaucratic
arrangement. The French, who built their overseas empire at the same time as the British, sought to reconcile slavery and Catholicism
through regulations such as the Code Noir (1685). One of the most enduring historiographic controversies concerning the relationship
between religion, law, and empire is known as the “Tannenbaum debate,” after Frank Tannenbaum’s 1946 publication Slave and Citizen
(see Tannenbaum 1946). Tannenbaum argued that in Latin America, the Spanish could draw on a well-established Slave Law that was
embedded in Catholic precedent through the Justinian code and Las Siete Partidas. This legal precedent made manumission more
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attainable for enslaved men and women in Catholic colonies as compared to Protestant empires. According to Tannenbaum, the result of
these legal and religious precedents led to a markedly different development of race in Latin America and the United States. Tannenbaum’s
thesis has been rightly criticized on a number of different points—most notably, his judgment that Latin American slavery was more
“humane” than British or Dutch slavery. Still, de la Fuente 2004 argues that despite its flaws, the Tannenbaum thesis remains relevant
because the legal and religious differences between the Atlantic empires require explanation. De la Fuente 2004 and de la Fuente and
Gross 2010 follow more recent scholarship in emphasizing the legal activism of enslaved men and women who used the Catholic church
and the law to their advantage. Bennett 2005 (cited under Afro-Catholicism and Legal Activism), Block 2012, and McKinley 2016
demonstrate the opportunities and limitations of legal activism in different colonial contexts, while Ireton 2020 examines how African
Christians sued for their freedom in Spanish royal courts and Landers focuses on Black society in Spanish Florida. Hadden 2008 offers a
comparative view of slave law in the colonial and revolutionary eras, and Gordon 2015 shows how Black Protestants in the early United
States used legal structures of the church, such as incorporation, to protect their communities and their autonomy.

Block, Kristen. Ordinary Lives in the Early Caribbean: Religion, Colonial Competition, and the Politics of Profit. Athens, GA:
University of Georgia Press, 2012.

Block’s book crosses imperial borders, including chapters on the British colonies of Barbados and Jamaica as well as the Spanish port city
of Cartagena de Indias. Part 1, “Isabel,” examines the story of an enslaved creole woman in Cartagena who utilized her Catholic identity
and her command of Catholic doctrine to attack her mistress and negotiate better terms for herself.

de la Fuente, Alejandro. “Slave Law and Claims-Making in Cuba: The Tannenbaum Debate Revisited.” Law and History Review
22.2 (2004): 339–369.

A very helpful overview of scholarship on the Tannenbaum debate. De la Fuente argues that despite its faults, the Tannenbaum thesis
remains relevant and important. He draws on his own research about Cuba to examine Tannenbaum’s claims about the relationship
between law, religion, and slavery.

de la Fuente, Alejandro, and Ariela Gross. “Comparative Studies of Law, Slavery, and Race in the Americas.” Annual Review of
Law and Social Science 6.1 (2010): 469–485.

Following on de la Fuente 2004, this article is a helpful synthesis of new scholarship about law, religion, and slavery, focusing on research
about “legal activism” among the enslaved. Notes that while most scholarship remains in a national/local frame, rather than a comparative
context.

Hadden, Sally. “The Fragmented Laws of Slavery in the Colonial and Revolutionary Eras.” In Early America (1580–1815). Vol. 1 of
The Cambridge History of Law in America. Edited by Michael Grossberg and Christopher L. Tomlins, 253–287. New York:
Cambridge University Press, 2008.

Hadden provides an overview of slave law across imperial lines in the colonial and revolutionary periods.

Ireton, Chloe. “Black Africans’ Freedom Litigation Suits to Define Just War and Just Slavery in the Early Spanish Empire.”
Renaissance Quarterly 73.4 (2020): 1277–1319.

Shows how Black Africans sued for their freedom in Spanish royal courts, on the grounds that they were Christians and had been unjustly
enslaved.

Gordon, Sarah Barringer. “The African Supplement: Religion, Race, and Corporate Law in Early National America.” William and
Mary Quarterly 72.3 (2015): 385–422.
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Shows how Black Christians in the early United States incorporated churches in order to protect themselves and their families from racism
and discrimination, and to create autonomous spaces for Black communities.

Landers, Jane. Black Society in Spanish Florida. Urbana, IL: University of Illinois Press, 1999.

An important study of the history of Africans and their descendants in Spanish Florida. Addresses the important role of the Catholic church
in colonial Spanish Florida, as well as the impact of the Tannenbaum debate.

McKinley, Michelle A. Fractional Freedoms: Slavery, Intimacy, and Legal Mobilization in Colonial Lima, 1600–1700. New York:
Cambridge University Press, 2016.

An excellent and detailed study drawing on legal and ecclesiastical documents. McKinley examines how enslaved and free people of color
used the law to their advantage, but also how slave owners, including nuns and members of the clergy, turned to the law in order to protect
their investments in human property. Some of her findings are published in the 2010 article “Fractional Freedoms: Slavery, Legal Activism,
and Ecclesiastical Courts in Colonial Lima, 1593–1689,” Law and History Review 28, no. 3 (August): 749–790.

Tannenbaum, Frank. Slave and citizen: the Negro in the Americas. New York: Vintage, 1946.

A classic and widely debated text that argues that Catholic legal precedent made it easier for enslaved Africans to attain manumission in
Latin America than for their enslaved counterparts in British and Dutch America. Tannenbaum has been widely criticized, but many of his
observations remain relevant to contemporary debates about slavery, law, race, and religion.

Latin America

Bristol 2016 and O’Toole 2020 are both helpful overviews of the relationship between the church and slavery in Latin America, including
Afro-Catholicism and African religions. Bowser 1974 and Bowser 1984 are classic studies of slavery and Catholicism in Spanish America,
while de Alencastro 2018 is a foundational text for understanding slavery in the Portuguese Atlantic world, focusing on Brazil. McKnight and
Garofalo 2009 is an excellent collection of primary sources, many of them focusing on Afro-Catholics in Latin America.

Bowser, Frederick P. The African Slave in Colonial Peru, 1524–1650. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 1974.

A classic text on the history of Africans and their descendants in colonial Peru. It includes chapters on Afro-Catholicism, as well as the role
of Catholicism in supporting the African slave trade and the institution of slavery in Latin America.

Bowser, Frederick P. “Africans in Spanish American Colonial Society.” In The Cambridge History of Latin America. Edited by
Leslie Bethell, 357–380. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 1984.

An older but still helpful survey on the history of Africans in Spanish America, including the role of the Catholic church and the missionary
orders in creating and refining the institution of slavery.

Bristol, Joan. “The Church, Africans, and Slave Religion in Latin America.” In The Cambridge History of Religions in Latin
America. Edited by Virginia Garrard-Burnett, Paul Freston, and Stephen C. Dove, 198–206. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University
Press, 2016.

A concise and helpful overview of the church and African slavery in Latin America, covering Catholic theories of slavery, and slave religion
both within and outside of the church.
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de Alencastro, Luiz Felipe. The Trade in the Living: The Formation of Brazil in the South Atlantic, Sixteenth to Seventeenth
Centuries. Albany: State University of New York Press, 2018.

A translation of de Alencastro’s 2000 text, The Trade in the Living, which has become foundational for studies of the Portuguese Atlantic
world. It emphasizes the centrality of slavery for Brazilian history, focusing on the connection between Brazil and Angola. It also examines
the role of the Catholic church and the involvement of missionary orders such as the Jesuits in slavery and the slave trade.

McKnight, Kathryn Joy, and Leo J. Garofalo, eds. Afro-Latino Voices: Narratives from the Early Modern Ibero-Atlantic World,
1550–1812. Indianapolis, IN: Hackett, 2009.

An excellent collection of primary sources that highlight African and Afro-Latin voices from the Iberian Atlantic, including West Central Africa,
Brazil, and Spanish America. Many of the sources are drawn from Inquisition and other church archives or highlight aspects of church
history. Each primary source is accompanied by an explanatory essay by a scholar in the field. Overall, a fantastic teaching resource.

O’Toole, Rachel Sarah. “(Un)Making Christianity: The African Diaspora in Slavery and Freedom.” In The Oxford Handbook of Latin
American Christianity. Edited by David Thomas Orique, Susan Fitzpatrick-Behrens, and Virginia Garrard, 101–120. New York:
Oxford University Press, 2020.

An excellent synthesis of the scholarship on Catholicism and slavery as well as Afro-Catholic practice in Latin America. Argues that Afro-
Catholics shaped Latin American Catholicism, even as the Catholic church justified the enslavement of Africans.

Afro-Catholicism and Legal Activism

Scholarship on the church, law, and slavery in Latin America has increasingly focused on the experiences of enslaved Christians, as well as
the significance of Black fraternities and religious societies. Mulvey 1980 is a short piece that explains the significance of religious
fraternities, van Deusen 2004 explores the life of one Afro-Peruvian mystic, and Sweet 2003 argues that African cosmologies remained
largely intact in Afro-Catholic practice. Several studies have shown how the Catholic church and royal absolutism presented both
opportunities and challenges for the enslaved. The enslaved could, at times, utilize the bureaucracy of the church and state to advocate for
themselves and their families. Yet this was not always the case, particularly in rural areas. Bennett 2005 and Bristol 2007 show how Black
Catholics used legal strategies to protect themselves and their families in colonial Mexico City. Sweet 2011, Villa-Flores 2002, and McKnight
2003 use Inquisition records to examine African diasporic perspectives about Catholicism and slavery.

Bennett, Herman. Africans in Colonial Mexico: Absolutism, Christianity, and Afro-Creole Consciousness, 1570–1640.
Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2005.

Focusing on Mexico City, Bennett argues that Afro-creoles strengthened their communities and protected their families by utilizing the
bureaucratic structures of the Catholic church and the absolutist Spanish monarchy. Drawing on thousands of marriage petitions and
bigamy trials recorded in the Mexican Inquisition, Bennett shows how enslaved and free Blacks developed networks of support. These
opportunities, however, were part of a broader effort to control and regulate the Black population by promoting conformity and conversion to
Catholicism.

Bristol, Joan Cameron. Christians, Blasphemers, and Witches: Afro-Mexican Ritual Practice in the Seventeenth Century.
Albuquerque, NM: University of New Mexico Press, 2007.

An engaging text that focuses on the lives of Afro-Catholics in Mexico. Bristol examines legal activism as well as the role of Black
confraternities, and the efforts of Afro-Catholics to defend themselves against accusations of witchcraft and blasphemy.
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McKnight, Kathryn Joy. “‘En su tierra lo aprendió’: An African Curandero’s Defense before the Cartagena Inquisition.” Colonial
Latin American Review 12.1 (2003): 63–84.

McKnight seeks to recover Afro-Latin voices. In this article, she focuses on the Inquisition case of an enslaved man named Mateo who
sought to define his Christian identity in a way that affirmed African religious and cultural practices.

Mulvey, Patricia. “Black Brothers and Sisters: Membership in the Black Lay Brotherhoods of Colonial Brazil.” Luso-Brazilian
Review 17.2 (1980): 253–279.

Summarizes the significance of religious fraternities in colonial Brazil and traces their origins in Portugal. Argues that Afro-Brazilians could
use the bureaucracy of the confraternity to fight injustice and support their families and communities.

Sweet, James. Recreating Africa: Culture, Kinship, and Religion in the African-Portuguese World, 1441–1770. Chapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press, 2003.

An important study of religious practice in the Afro-Portuguese Atlantic world. Sweet argues that religion was a form of resistance to slavery,
and he demonstrates the persistence of African religious forms within Afro-Catholic practice.

Sweet, James. Domingos Alvares, African Healing, and the Intellectual History of the Atlantic World. Chapel Hill: University of
North Carolina Press, 2011.

An illuminating microhistory of Domingos Alvares, a spiritual practitioner who was enslaved and transported to Brazil, where he was
baptized in the Catholic church. Alvares embraced Catholic rites like baptism even as he continued to practice Vodun. Sweet argues that
Alvares had an open-minded and inclusive stance toward religious practice, and that Catholicism was easily incorporated into Afro-Brazilian
religion. Covers Black fraternities and the Inquisition.

van Deusen, Nancy E. The Souls of Purgatory: The Spiritual Diary of a Seventeenth-Century Afro-Peruvian Mystic, Ursula de
Jesús. Albuquerque, NM: University of New Mexico Press, 2004.

An English translation of the spiritual diary of the Black religious servant Ursula de Jesús, who was born into slavery, entered a convert at
age thirteen, and remained enslaved until one of the nuns purchased her freedom.

Villa-Flores, Javier. “‘To Lose One’s Soul’: Blasphemy and Slavery in New Spain, 1596–1669.” Hispanic American Historical
Review 82.3 (2002): 435–468.

Explores why enslaved people sometimes renounced God during Inquisition trials, and suggests that it was, in part, a subversion of the
colonial discourse that justified slavery as salvation from “heathen” Africa.

Dutch Atlantic World

The Dutch were the first Protestant nation to create an Atlantic empire. Like the Catholic nations that preceded them, they initially hoped to
convert the enslaved population. Without a powerful and centralized church, however, the Dutch developed a policy of religious toleration
instead. Over time, this meant that it was more difficult to convert for enslaved and freed men and women to join the Dutch Reformed
Church. Haefeli 2014 explores why the Dutch broke with Iberian precedent by not baptizing enslaved people into their national church and
Dewulf 2014 provides a comparative view of Dutch conversion efforts in multiple colonies. Rupert 2013 examines the consequences of the
Dutch policy of toleration in colonial Surinam. As the Dutch empire expanded and Dutch merchants invested in the African slave trade,
Dutch Reformed theologians debated the proper relationship between Protestantism and slavery. While slavery was widely accepted,
theologians disputed when enslavement was justified, whether Protestant baptism led to freedom, and whether enslaved people were
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automatically manumitted when they set foot in the Netherlands, which was supposedly a “uniquely free” nation. Hondius 2011 explores the
tension between freedom and slavery in the Netherlands. Amponsah 2013 examines the writings of Jacobus Capitein, an ex-slave and the
first Black ordained minister of the Dutch Reformed Church.

Amponsah, David. “Christian Slavery, Colonialism, and Violence: The Life and Writings of an African Ex-Slave, 1717–1747.”
Journal of Africana Religions 1.4 (2013): 431–457.

Examines the life and writings of Jacobus Johannes Elisa Capitein, the first Black ordained minister of the Dutch Reformed Church. While
Capitein was, himself, an ex-slave, he wrote a thesis defending slavery in 1742. While previous scholarship has argued that Capitein’s
defense of slavery was meant to facilitate his missionary work in Africa, Amponsah emphasizes Capitein’s Akan upbringing, as well as the
systemic challenges facing Capitein as an African ex-slave who was hired as a missionary by a slave-trading company.

Bonomi, Patricia. ““Swarms of Negroes Comeing about My Door”: Black Christianity in Early Dutch and English North America.”
Journal of American History 103.1 (2016): 34–58.

Helpful overview of the relationship between Protestantism and slavery in the early Dutch and English colonies. Bonomi argues that
scholars have understated the fact that enslaved and free Blacks showed interest in Christianity before the Great Awakening.

Dewulf, Jeroen. “Emulating a Portuguese Model.” Journal of Early American History 4.1 (2014): 3–36.

Compares the approach to slave conversion in the Dutch colonies of Brazil, Surinam, and New Netherland. In Dutch Brazil, the West India
Company modeled its policies after the Portuguese, and the Dutch Reformed Church aimed to replace the Catholic church. The loss of
Brazil led to a more exclusive approach to slave conversion and a stronger emphasis on orthodoxy.

Haefeli, Evan. “Breaking the Christian Atlantic: The Legacy of Dutch Toleration.” In The Legacy of Dutch Brazil. Edited by Michiel
van Groesen, 124–145. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2014.

Argues that the Dutch broke with Iberian Catholic precedent because they did not seek to baptize all enslaved people in the Dutch
Reformed Church. Instead, they developed a policy of religious toleration.

Hondius, Dienke. “Access to the Netherlands of Enslaved and Free Black Africans: Exploring Legal and Social Historical
Practices in the Sixteenth–Nineteenth Centuries.” Slavery and Abolition 32.3 (2011): 377–395.

Examines the conflict between the idea that the Netherlands was a “free” nation and the reality that the Dutch were deeply involved in the
slave trade and slavery. Dutch authorities tried to minimize the presence of enslaved people and people of African descent in the
Netherlands.

Lampe, Armando. “Christianity and Slavery in the Dutch Caribbean.” In Christianity in the Caribbean: Essays on Church History.
Edited by Armando Lampe, 126–153. Kingston, Jamaica: University of the West Indies Press, 2001.

Helpful overview of the role of the church and its relationship with slavery in the Dutch Caribbean.

Rupert, Linda. “‘Seeking the Water of Baptism’: Fugitive Slaves and Imperial Jurisdiction in the Early Modern Caribbean.” In Legal
Pluralism and Empires, 1500–1800. Edited by Lauren Benton and Richard Ross, 199–232. New York: New York University Press,
2013.

Shows how the Dutch policy of toleration in colonies that had previously been Catholic meant that many enslaved people continued to
practice Catholicism.
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French Atlantic World

Like the English and Dutch, the French had a long and cherished tradition of “free soil,” which held that there could be “no slaves in
France.” Peabody 1996 interrogates this tension in early modern France. Peabody and Grinberg 2011 traces the multiple origins of the “free
soil” concept. Within their Atlantic empire, French Catholic theologians debated how Catholicism could be reconciled with slavery. The Code
Noir, issued in 1685, was intended to provide the foundation for slave law in the French Atlantic world and emphasize that the enslaved
were members of the Christian community. Scholars have debated the Code Noir’s origins in Roman law, European precedent, and colonial
experience. Palmer 1996 and Aubert 2013 both emphasize the Code’s colonial origins. Clark 2007 is an excellent study of the Ursuline
mission in New Orleans.

Aubert, Guillaume. “‘To Establish One Law and Definite Rules’: Race, Religion, and the Transatlantic Origins of the Louisiana
Code Noir.” In Louisiana: Crossroads of the Atlantic World. Edited by Cécile Vidal, 21–43. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania
Press, 2013.

While much of the Code Noir was concerned with slave control, several provisions explicitly stated that slaves had the “right” to become
Christians, and were to be seen as “members of the Christian community.” While the Code Noir was issued by the king, Aubert argues that
it was directly influenced by French colonial practice, and he suggests that it was, in part, a response to efforts by the Capuchins and
Propaganda Fide to censure Atlantic slavery.

Clark, Emily. Masterless Mistresses: The New Orleans Ursulines and the Development of a New World Society, 1727–1834. Chapel
Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2007.

Examines the Ursuline mission in New Orleans, including the relationship between the Ursuline nuns and enslaved and free Blacks and
Indians.

Palmer, Vernon Valentine. “The Origins and Authors of the Code Noir.” Louisiana Law Review 56.2 (1996): 363–408.

In contrast to scholars who have emphasized the Roman origins of the Code Noir, Palmer argues that colonial officials were central to the
creation of the Code.

Peabody, Sue. “There Are No Slaves in France”: The Political Culture of Race and Slavery in the Ancién Regime in France. Oxford
and New York: Oxford University Press, 1996.

Peabody interrogates the tension between French colonial slavery and the “freedom principle,” the idea that any slave who set foot in
France would be freed.

Peabody, Sue. “‘A Dangerous Zeal’: Catholic Missions to Slaves in the French Antilles, 1635–1800.” French Historical Studies 25.1
(2002): 53–90.

A helpful article that traces the history of Catholic missions in the French Caribbean, including the Capuchins, Dominicans, and the Jesuits.

Peabody, Sue, and Keila Grinberg. “Free Soil: The Generation and Circulation of an Atlantic Legal Principle.” Slavery & Abolition
32.3 (2011): 331–339.

Peabody and Grinberg show that the “free soil” tradition in France had multiple origins: (1) the long-held pious tradition of freeing slaves; (2)
a 1314 ordinance by Louis X, which equated the kingdom of France with freedom; and (3) a 16th-century rivalry between France and Spain,
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during which Spanish slaves were publicly manumitted; and (4) a number of late medieval legal decisions proclaiming freedom within a
particular city, the earliest of which was made in 1402 in Toulouse.

Rushforth, Brett. Bonds of Alliance: Indigenous and Atlantic Slaveries in New France. Chapel Hill, NC: University of North
Carolina Press, 2012.

A careful analysis of the multiple and evolving forms of slavery in the French Atlantic world. Focused on the relationship between indigenous
and French slaveries in New France, but also includes comparisons with African slavery in the French Caribbean.

British Atlantic World

When English expanded their empire in the Americas and began to invest in the transatlantic slave trade, the Church of England was in a
period of crisis, culminating in a civil war and the temporary disestablishment of the national church. English theologians debated the
parameters and justifications for slavery, but few rejected slavery outright until the 18th century. Instead, most theologians, ministers, and
missionaries debated when and how enslaved and freed people of African descent could be integrated into the Church of England and
other Protestant churches. Guasco 2014 provides an overview of English debates about slavery; Brewer 2013 shows how concerns about
Christian status mediated the relationship between slavery and subjecthood in the English colonies. The Protestant churches in the English
colonies relied on English colonists for support and governance. This arrangement had broad implications for the relationship between the
church and slavery, as Protestant ministers and missions were often at the mercy of slave owners. Even when the Church of England
sought to establish a broader jurisdiction over slave conversion in the colonies after the Restoration and, later the Glorious Revolution, they
were stymied by the locally controlled vestries and colonial governments. Dayfoot 1999 shows how this bureaucratic arrangement had
consequences for Christian churches in the Caribbean, while Anesko 1985 focuses on the weakness of the Anglican church in Virginia.
Beasley 2010 is an excellent study of Christian practice in the slave societies of the British Caribbean and South Carolina.

Anesko, Michael. “So Discreet a Zeal: Slavery and the Anglican Church in Virginia, 1680–1730.” The Virginia Magazine of History
and Biography 93.3 (1985): 247–278.

The Anglican church in Virginia was too weak to effectively promote evangelization to enslaved men and women. Anglican ministers in
Virginia were at the mercy of wealthy enslavers. Wealthy slave owners controlled the church vestry and were thus responsible for the
minister’s salary. As a result, ministers did little to nothing to combat slavery. Several ministers purchased slaves of their own.

Beasley, Nicholas. Christian Ritual and the Creation of British Slave Societies, 1650–1780. Athens, GA: University of Georgia
Press, 2010.

An insightful and original analysis of the role of the Anglican church in colonial Barbados, Jamaica, and South Carolina. Beasley shows how
Christian worship was deeply racialized, as White slave owners used their religious institutions to exclude most enslaved people and create
hierarchies of difference between themselves and the free Black population.

Brewer, Holly. “Subjects by Allegiance to the King?” In State and Citizen: British America and the Early United States. Edited by
Peter Thompson and Peter Onuf, 25–51. Charlottesville and London: University of Virginia Press, 2013.

A careful and important analysis of the shifting relationship between slavery, subjecthood, and Christian status in the British Empire.

Dayfoot, Arthur Charles. The Shaping of the West Indian Church, 1492–1962. Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1999.

A helpful overview of the history of the church in the British Caribbean, showing how slave owners gained local control over the Anglican
church in the West Indies, with far-reaching consequences for the relationship between Protestantism and slavery. Also covers missionary
efforts in the Caribbean.
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Guasco, Michael. Slaves and Englishmen: Human Bondage in the Early Modern Atlantic World. Philadelphia: University of
Pennsylvania Press, 2014.

Overview of English ideas and practices related to slavery from the 16th to the early 18th centuries. Includes chapters on the enslavement
of English people in the Mediterranean, as well as the difference between Native American and African slavery in the Atlantic world.

Hunte, Keith. “Protestantism and Slavery in the British Caribbean.” In Christianity in the Caribbean: Essays on Church History.
Edited by Armando Lampe, 86–125. Kingston, Jamaica: University of the West Indies Press, 2000.

Helpful survey of the Protestant churches in the British Caribbean.

Ingersoll, Thomas. “‘Releese Us out of This Cruell Bondegg’: An Appeal from Virginia in 1723.” William and Mary Quarterly 51.4
(1994): 777–782.

A letter written by an enslaved mixed-race Christian in Virginia, which was found in the papers of the Bishop of London. The petitioner
argued that White parentage and Christian status should release him from slavery. Ingersoll provides commentary and analysis.

Laing, Annette. “‘Heathens and Infidels’? African Christianization and Anglicanism in the South Carolina Low Country, 1700–
1750.” Religion and American Culture: A Journal of Interpretation 12.2 (2002): 197–228.

Examines the relationship between the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel (SPG) and enslaved and freed Africans in the first half of
the 18th century. Argues that enslaved people were not as hostile to Anglicanism as previous scholarship has suggested.

Christian Missions and Slavery

Missionaries played an important role in mediating the relationship between the church and slavery. At times, they contested the cruel
treatment of enslaved people, while at other times they chided enslaved Christians for resisting slavery. In many cases, missionaries
became enslavers in their own right, and they relied on slave labor to sustain their missions and fund their activities. Until the 18th century,
most missionaries were not debating whether to be “pro” and “anti” slavery. Instead, they were often caught in conflicts with enslavers,
many of whom wanted to control access to the enslaved. Missionaries also criticized enslaved converts, in many cases deriding African or
indigenous practices among enslaved Christians. Older scholarship on Christian missions tended to emphasize the humanitarian aspects of
missionary work, while more recent research has shown how missionaries were deeply embedded within the institution of slavery. Scholars
have also increasingly focused on the role of enslaved and freed Christians in their narratives about Christian missions, showing how
enslaved people shaped Christianity and Christian practice.

Catholic Missions

In the Catholic American colonies, slave baptism was pro forma, but Catholic clergy and missionaries often criticized slave owners for
undermining Catholic education and worship. De Sandoval 2008 is an important primary source written by a Jesuit missionary who criticized
the slave trade. Olsen 2004 is book length and based on Sandoval’s writings, while Brewer-García 2019 interrogates Sandoval’s inspiration
and sources. Peabody 2002 examines efforts of Capuchins, Dominicans, and Jesuits in the French Caribbean. Catholic missionary orders
also became major slaveowners. Cushner 1980 shows how the Jesuits became one of the largest landowners in colonial Peru, and Bauer
1990 examines Jesuit strategies of slave management. Rowe 2019 demonstrates the important role that Black and indigenous Catholics
played in global Christianity. Clark 2007 is an insightful study of the Ursuline mission in New Orleans and shows how Catholic missions
adapted to changing imperial borders.
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Bauer, Arnold. “Christian Servitude: Slave Management in Colonial Spanish America.” In Agrarian Society in History: Essays in
Honor of Magnus Mörner. Edited by Mats Lundahl and Thommy Svensson, 89–107. New York and London: Routledge, 1990.

Examines the methods that Catholics, including Jesuits, used to manage enslaved people.

Brewer-García, Larissa. “Hierarchy and Holiness in the Earliest Colonial Black Hagiographies: Alonso de Sandoval and His
Sources.” The William and Mary Quarterly 76.3 (2019): 477–508.

Interrogates Sandoval’s sources and inspiration for his writings about Christianity and slavery.

Clark, Emily. Masterless Mistresses: The New Orleans Ursulines and the Development of a New World Society, 1727–1834. Chapel
Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2007.

An excellent study of the Ursuline mission in New Orleans, including the relationship between the Ursuline nuns and enslaved and freed
Africans and Indians. Traces the role of the Ursulines in New Orleans, as it moved from French control to Spanish, British, and eventually
became part of the United States. Chapter 5 focuses on the Ursuline encounter with slavery.

Cushner, Nicholas P. Lords of the Land: Sugar, Wine, and Jesuit Estates of Coastal Peru, 1600–1767. Albany: State University of
New York Press, 1980.

An economic and agricultural history of the Jesuit estates in Peru, including the use of slave labor.

de Sandoval, Alonso. Treatise on Slavery: Selections from De Instauranda Aethiopum Salute. Edited and translated by Nicole von
Germeten. Indianapolis, IN: Hackett, 2008.

Alonso de Sandoval was a Jesuit missionary stationed in Cartagena de Indias. His writings are one of the most important primary sources
for understanding Afro-Catholicism in 17th-century Spanish America. Sandoval was critical of the slave trade and hoped to more fully
incorporate Africans into the Catholic church. Von Germeten has translated selections of Sandoval’s De Instauranda Aethiopum Salute into
English and provided helpful commentary. A good primary source for undergraduate teaching.

Olsen, Margaret M. Slavery and Salvation in Colonial Cartagena de Indias. Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2004.

A literary study of Alonso de Sandoval’s Treatise on Slavery.

Peabody, Sue. “‘A Dangerous Zeal’: Catholic Missions to Slaves in the French Antilles, 1635–1800.” French Historical Studies 25.1
(2002): 53–90.

A survey of Catholic missions in the French Caribbean, including the Capuchins, Dominicans, and the Jesuits. Shows how anticlericalism
increased over time, as the demographics of the islands changed.

Rowe, Erin Kathleen. Black Saints in Early Modern Global Catholicism. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2019.

Argues for the importance and centrality of Black and indigenous saints in the early modern Catholic world and examines the construction
of sacred Blackness. A global study, with case studies in the Atlantic world. Rowe uses a multidisciplinary methodology, including both visual
and textual analysis.
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Sweet, David G. “Black Robes and “Black Destiny”: Jesuit Views of African Slavery in 17th-Century Latin America.” Revista de
Historia de América 86 (1978): 87–133.

Drawing on the debate around the Tannenbaum thesis, Sweet argues that Jesuit missionaries were embedded within the slave system in
Latin America and should not be viewed as “humanitarian” or antislavery.

Protestant Missions

Protestant denominations were slower to fund missionary activities in the Americas, and when they did, they often focused their efforts on
Europeans, rather than Africans and Native Americans. In the first decades of colonization, individual Protestant missionaries complained
that most slave owners resisted slave conversion, fearing that it would make the enslaved more rebellious, educated, and desirous of
freedom. Godwyn 1680 is an important primary source written by an Anglican missionary who criticized English slave owners for obstructing
evangelization. Ingersoll 1994 (cited under British Atlantic World) reprints an appeal written by an enslaved person to the bishop of London
who argued that his Christian baptism and mixed-race status should grant him freedom. Quakers were the first Protestant denominations to
make slave conversion a goal, even if it was not a priority. While most scholarship on early Quakers and slavery has sought to find the
“seed” of abolition, more recent research has emphasized that the 17th-century Quakers mostly accepted slavery, even as they debated its
parameters. Plank 2016 contextualizes transatlantic Quaker debates about slavery in the 17th century, while Gerbner 2010 shows how
Quaker evangelizing efforts in Barbados led slave owners to harden their anti-conversion stance. Glasson 2014 is the best study of the
Anglican missionary body, the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel (SPG), and its dealings with slavery. Moravians and Methodists
were the first Protestant denominations to recruit large numbers of enslaved and free Black men and women into their churches. Recently,
scholars have increasingly focused on the role of Black and indigenous missionaries in spreading Protestantism. Andrews 2013 argues that
the significance of Black and Native missionaries has been underappreciated. Sensbach 2006 is an engaging biography of the formerly
enslaved missionary Rebecca Freundlich who became a Moravian missionary in Saint Thomas and, later, West Africa. One major shift in
scholarship about Protestant missions has been to show how missionaries were complicit in the institution of slavery. While earlier
scholarship emphasized the humanitarian aspects of Protestant missions, more recent scholarship shows how missionaries usually
supported slavery even if they were sometimes critical of slave owners. Turner 1982 argues that even as White missionaries supported
slavery, enslaved Christians used Christian teachings to support freedom struggles, including rebellion. Glasson 2010 and Glasson 2014
emphasize how Protestant missionaries supported slavery even as they critiqued the institution.

Andrews, Edward E. Native Apostles: Black and Indian Missionaries in the British Atlantic World. Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 2013.

Argues that the role of Black and Native missionaries in spreading Christianity has been underappreciated. Andrews traces the role of non-
White missionaries in John Eliot’s Natick mission, the Anglican SPG, and the Moravian missions, among others. Much of Andrew’s research
is focused on New England, but he does include a chapter on Philip Quaque, a native-born African who was employed as an Anglican
missionary at Cape Coast Castle.

Gerbner, Katharine. “The Ultimate Sin: Christianising Slaves in Barbados in the Seventeenth Century.” Slavery & Abolition 31.1
(2010): 57–73.

Examines the changing approach to slave conversion on colonial Barbados, from discomfort to rejection. After an attempted slave rebellion
in 1675, English slave owners blamed evangelizing Quakers, leading to a hostile stance towards missionaries.

Glasson, Travis. “‘Baptism Doth Not Bestow Freedom’: Missionary Anglicanism, Slavery, and the Yorke-Talbot Opinion, 1701–30.”
The William and Mary Quarterly 67.2 (2010): 279–318.

Glasson argues that it was missionary Anglicanism, not economic or planter interests, that was behind the Yorke-Talbot Opinion of 1729,
which stated that “a Slave . . . doth not become free” by arriving in Britain and that “Baptism doth not bestow Freedom on him.”
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Glasson, Travis. Mastering Christianity: Missionary Anglicanism and Slavery in the Atlantic World. New York: Oxford University
Press, 2014.

Currently the best monograph on the Anglican church and slavery in the Atlantic world.

Godwyn, Morgan. The Negro’s and Indians Advocate. London: John Darby, 1680.

A critique of English slave owners for failing to evangelize to enslaved men and women. Godwyn argued that enslaved Africans and Native
Americans were capable of Christian conversion, and he argued that the conditions of enslavement were cruel. Godwyn was not
antislavery; he sought to reform slavery to make it more Christian.

Koch, Philippa. “Slavery, Mission, and the Perils of Providence in Eighteenth-Century Christianity: The Writings of Whitefield and
the Halle Pietists.” Church History 84.2 (2015): 369–393.

Argues that Whitefield and the Pietists were guided by providential thinking in both their missionary endeavors and in their acceptance of
slavery.

Plank, Geoffrey. “Discipline and Divinity: Colonial Quakerism, Christianity, and ‘Heathenism’ in the Seventeenth Century.” Church
History 85.3 (2016): 502–528.

Places debates about slavery and Native American conversion into conversation with broader Quaker disagreements on scriptural authority.

Sensbach, Jon. Rebecca’s Revival: Creating Black Christianity in the Atlantic World. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press,
2006.

An excellent and accessible microhistory of Rebecca Freundlich, a freed Afro-Caribbean woman who helped to spread the Moravian church
to the enslaved population on the Danish island of Saint Thomas and, later, in West Africa. A great text to assign to undergraduates.

Turner, Mary. Slaves and Missionaries: The Disintegration of Jamaican Slave Society, 1787–1834. Urbana: University of Illinois
Press, 1982.

Argues that Protestant missionaries did not intend to undermine Jamaican slave society, but that enslaved Christians used Christianity to
support rebellion.

Race, Religion, and Slavery

Racial formations in the Atlantic world rested on religious foundations, in both Protestant and Catholic empires. Scholars have
demonstrated how Christian status interacted with other axes of difference, including “blood purity,” social status, and ideas about heredity,
in order to create modern racial categories.

Catholic Atlantic World

In the Catholic Atlantic, Martínez 2011 demonstrates how ideas about blood purity in Iberia were transformed in colonial Mexico, while
Delgado and Moss 2018 provides a survey of scholarship on race and religion in the Iberian Atlantic. Aubert 2004 argues that scholars have
ignored the French Atlantic world in tracing the development of racial categories. Peabody 2004 examines the development of racial
discourse among Catholic missionaries in the French Caribbean. Ireton analyzes the relationship between religion and blood purity for Old
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Christian Blacks in the Iberian Atlantic, and Rowe 2016 shows how Catholic clergy promoted Black saints by highlighting ideas about
Blackness, Whiteness, and sanctity.

Aubert, Guillaume. “‘The Blood of France’: Race and Purity of Blood in the French Atlantic World.” The William and Mary
Quarterly 61.3 (2004): 439–478.

Aubert argues that previous scholarship has downplayed or mischaracterized the construction of race in the French Atlantic by suggesting
that the French were more “open” and “fluid” in their articulation of racial categories. Drawing on colonial sources, Aubert insists that
hierarchy and segregation were ubiquitous, and he examines ideas about blood purity, religion, and race as they developed in the French
Atlantic world.

Brewer-García, Larissa. Beyond Babel: Translations of Blackness in Colonial Peru and New Granada. Cambridge and New York:
Cambridge University Press, 2020.

A nuanced and detailed analysis of racial and religious formations in colonial Peru and New Granada. It focuses on the role of Black
translators and spiritual intermediaries in shaping a rhetoric of Blackness that denoted beauty and virtue, in contrast to the pejorative
depiction of Blackness in more well-known colonial texts.

Delgado, Jessica, and Kelsey Moss. “Race and Religion in the Early Modern Iberian Atlantic.” In The Oxford Handbook of Religion
and Race in American History. Edited by Kathryn Gin Lum and Paul Harvey, 40–60. New York: Oxford University Press, 2018.

Argues that scholars of race have not fully incorporated the findings of scholars of the early modern Iberian Atlantic.

Ireton, Chloe. “‘They Are Blacks of the Caste of Black Christians’: Old Christian Black Blood in the Sixteenth- and Early
Seventeenth-Century Iberian Atlantic.” Hispanic American Historical Review 97.4 (1 November 2017): 579–612.

Explores the lives and status of free Black Castilians who were recognized as Black Old Christians in their royal travel licenses.

Martínez, María Elena. Genealogical Fictions: Limpieza de Sangre, Religion, and Gender in Colonial Mexico. Stanford, CA:
Stanford University Press, 2011.

Martínez traces ideas of purity of blood (limpieza de sangre) from Iberia to colonial Mexico, showing how ideas about blood purity were
connected to emerging notions of race (raza) and caste (casta).

Peabody, Sue. “‘A Nation Born to Slavery’: Missionaries and Racial Discourse in Seventeenth-Century French Antilles.” Journal of
Social History 38.1 (2004): 113–126.

Traces anti-Black sentiment among Dominicans, Capuchins, and Jesuit missionaries in the French Caribbean, arguing that missionary
competition and demographic realities influenced racial descriptions.

Rowe, Erin Kathleen. “After Death, Her Face Turned White: Blackness, Whiteness, and Sanctity in the Early Modern Hispanic
World.” The American Historical Review 121.3 (2016): 727–754.

Rowe examines how Catholic clergy and missionaries promoted the worship of Black saints in the early modern Hispanic world, and how
they drew and expanded upon ideas of Blackness, Whiteness, and sanctity in their hagiographies. See also Rowe 2019 (cited under
Catholic Missions).
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Protestant Atlantic World

Winthrop Jordan 2012 is a classic study that traces the connection between Christianity and Whiteness in the English Atlantic world. Kidd
2006 focuses on the theological underpinnings of race, while Parr 2015 examines race and slavery through the lens of the evangelist
George Whitefield. Several recent texts, including Bailey 2011, Goetz 2012, Rugemer 2013, Kopelson 2014, and Gerbner 2018, have
traced the connection between Christian status and racial categories in the Protestant Atlantic World.

Bailey, Richard A. Race and Redemption in Puritan New England. New York: Oxford University Press, 2011.

Bailey shows how puritan settlers in New England created race as they struggled to make sense of how Blacks and Native people could fit
into their puritan worldview. The offer of redemption through Christian conversion gave White settlers a way to justify slavery and settler
colonialism without offering Blacks or Native people social or political power. Bailey argues that race is thus inextricable from ideas about
Christian redemption.

Gerbner, Katharine. Christian Slavery: Conversion and Race in the Protestant Atlantic World. Philadelphia: University of
Pennsylvania, 2018.

Traces the emergence of Whiteness and white supremacy in the Protestant Atlantic world, arguing that Protestant missionaries played an
important role in developing racial categories and articulating proslavery theology.

Goetz, Rebecca Anne. The Baptism of Early Virginia: How Christianity Created Race. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press,
2012.

Traces ideas about “hereditary heathenism”—the notion that Indians and Africans could never become Christian—in colonial Virginia and
shows how notions of Christian belonging created the foundation for race and racism.

Jordan, Winthrop. White over Black: American Attitudes Toward the Negro, 1550–1812. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina
Press, 2012.

A classic text that traces White perceptions of Blackness from the 16th century to the early 19th century. Jordan argues that racial slavery
was an “unthinking decision.” English people initially justified enslavement by suggesting that Africans were “heathens.” By the late 17th
century, the category of “White” provided a new justification for race-based slavery.

Kidd, Colin. The Forging of Races: Race and Scripture in the Protestant Atlantic World, 1600–2000. Cambridge, UK, and New York:
Cambridge University Press, 2006.

Argues that “race” was a theological issue until the 19th century. Scriptural monogenesis tended to diminish the idea of innate racial
difference, though it did not prevent the development of racialist justifications of slavery (like the Curse of Ham). Polygenesis, which was a
principal heresy in the 17th century, emerged as an alternative racialized theology in the 19th century.

Kopelson, Heather Miyano. Faithful Bodies: Performing Religion and Race in the Puritan Atlantic. New York: New York University
Press, 2014.

Kopelson shows how ideas about religious belonging influenced the development of race in New England and Bermuda. In New England,
initial optimism about the conversion of Indians was replaced, after King Philip’s War, with an ever-widening divide between the categories
of “Indian” and “Christian.” In Bermuda, people of color were more readily accepted as Christians, though by the early 18th century, racial
categories between “White” and “negro” had hardened.
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Parr, Jessica. Inventing George Whitefield: Race, Revivalism, and the Making of a Religious Icon. Jackson, MI: University Press of
Mississippi, 2015.

Examines ideas about religion, race, and slavery through the life of George Whitefield, the most famous evangelist of the eighteenth-
century British Atlantic world.

Rugemer, Edward. “The Development of Mastery and Race in the Comprehensive Slave Codes of the Greater Caribbean during
the Seventeenth Century.” The William and Mary Quarterly 70.3 (2013): 429–458.

An excellent article tracing the relationship between Slave law, Christian status, and race from Barbados to Jamaica and South Carolina.

United States

In the United States, scholarship about the church and slavery has focused on three main topics: (1) whether Christianity was a source of
resistance for the enslaved or a method of “slave control”; (2) the relationship between Christianity and African religious traditions, including
the creation of separate Black churches, and (3) debates about slavery within the church, including the development of proslavery theology
and abolitionist Christianity. Most of this scholarship focuses on Protestantism and slavery, although Farrelly 2012 (cited under Debating
Slavery in the Church) makes a strong case for examining the relationship between slavery and American Catholicism.

Resistance, Rebellion, and “Slave Control”

Missionaries and paternalist slave owners argued that Christianity would make the enslaved more obedient and hardworking. Despite this,
enslaved Christians drew on scripture to support both rebellion and resistance. In response, enslavers sought to control biblical
interpretation and access to biblical passages like Exodus. Anti-literacy laws were one way that White Christians aimed to control Black
Christian theology. Cornelius 1991 examines the dynamic between religion and literacy in the antebellum South. Genovese 1976 is a
classic study of antebellum slavery and Christianity. Douglass 2017 is an indispensable primary source showing how one enslaved person
interpreted Christianity and critiqued the hypocrisy of White Christian piety. Schipper 2017 is a careful analysis of the role of biblical
interpretation in the trial of the accused rebel, Denmark Vesey, while Young 2011 shows how African-descended people in the Carolinas
resisted slavery and integrated African religious practices into Christianity.

Cornelius, Janet Duitsman. “When I Can Read My Title Clear”: Literacy, Slavery, and Religion in the Antebellum South. Columbia:
University of South Carolina Press, 1991.

Cornelius shows how enslaved people went to great lengths to learn how to read and write, subverting the wishes of most slave owners.
Literacy was closely connected with Christianity, and in many cases enslaved people who learned to read also became religious leaders
and preachers.

Douglass, Frederick. Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass: An American Slave; Written by Himself. 3d ed. Edited by David
Blight. New Haven, CT: Yales University Press, 2017.

In Douglass’s classic autobiography, he recounts his own conversion to Christianity, and he criticizes White Christian slaveowners for their
hypocrisy.

Genovese, Eugene. Roll, Jordan, Roll: The World the Slaves Made. New York: Vintage, 1976.

Genovese identified religion as a source of resistance and rebellion for the enslaved, but also argued that in the antebellum period,
Christianity was used by slave owners as a form of slave control.
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Schipper, Jeremy. “‘On Such Texts Comment is Unnecessary”: Biblical Interpretation in the Trial of Denmark Vesey.” Journal of
the American Academy of Religion 85.4 (2017): 1032–1049.

Examines the fundamentally divergent approaches to biblical interpretation within the context of the Denmark Vesey conspiracy, focusing on
Vesey and Lionel Henry Kennedy, the judge who condemned Vesey to death.

Young, Jason R. Rituals of Resistance: African Atlantic Religion in Kongo and the Lowcountry South in the Era of Slavery. Baton
Rouge, LA: Louisiana State University Press, 2011.

Demonstrates the continuities within religious practice in Africa and the Americas, focusing on the connections between the Kingdom of
Kongo and the Lowcounty. In his assessment of Black Christianity in the South, Young argues that there are important structural similarities
between Christian and non-Christian African practice. Young emphasizes the importance of religion for enslaved resistance.

The Black Church and “Slave Religion”

Traditionally, scholars have pointed to the “Great Awakening” as a watershed moment for the history of Afro-Protestantism. Raboteau 1978
and Frey and Wood 1998 both emphasize this periodization, even as these works embed the history of Afro-Protestantism into a longer
African diasporic history. Some works, including Sparks 1994, have suggested that the evangelical revivals led to a period of multiracial
worship that declined once evangelical denominations became more institutionalized. In the late 18th and 19th centuries, White racism led
many enslaved and free Black Christians to establish their own churches, beginning with the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church.
Dickerson 2020 provides an institutional history of the AME Church in the United States. Frey 2008 provides a helpful historiographical
overview of Black religion, including Afro-Protestantism, since Raboteau’s seminal text, Slave Religion. Creel 1988 and Sobel 1988 are both
classic studies that examine the relationship between African religious traditions and Christianity. Chireau 2006 focuses on conjure and
Christianity while Glaude 2000 examines the relationship between Christianity, race, and national identity in the early 19th century. Wells-
Oghoghomeh 2021 critiques the category of “slave religion” for excluding women, and shows the centrality of both gender and race in
creating Black religious cultures.

Chireau, Yvonne P. Black Magic: Religion and the African American Conjuring Tradition. Berkeley, CA: University of California
Press, 2006.

Examines the African American conjuring tradition, including the relationship between conjure and Christianity, which is the focus of chapter
1. Chireau argues that conjure and Christianity were not at odds, and that conjure men and women often adopted Christian practices and
symbols.

Creel, Margaret Washington. A Peculiar People: Slave Religion and Community-Culture among the Gullahs. New York: New York
University Press, 1988.

A classic study about religious culture and Christianity among the Gullah people in coastal South Carolina and Georgia.

Dickerson, Dennis. The African Methodist Episcopal Church: A History. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2020.

A long history of the AME Church and the role it played in social movements combating slavery, oppression, and colonialism over two
centuries. Chapters 1 and 2 focus on the founding of the AME Church and the church’s role in antebellum period.

Frey, Sylvia. “The Visible Church: Historiography of African American Religion since Raboteau.” Slavery & Abolition 29.1 (2008):
83–110.
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A helpful survey of the field of African American religion, including Black Christianity, since the publication of Raboteau 1978.

Frey, Sylvia, and Betty Wood. Come Shouting to Zion: African American Protestantism in the American South and British
Caribbean to 1830. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1998.

An important survey of Afro-Protestantism in the US South and the British Caribbean before 1830. Frey and Wood emphasize continuities
between African religions and Afro-Protestantism, and they conceive of conversion as a “dialectic.”

Glaude, Eddie. Exodus! Religion, Race, and Nation in Early Nineteenth-Century Black America. Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 2000.

Glaude shows how the biblical story of Exodus became central to ideas about Black national identity, race, and politics. Black churches are
an important theme.

Raboteau, Albert J. Slave Religion: The “Invisible Institution” in the Antebellum South. New York: Oxford University Press, 1978.

A seminal text for the study of African American religion and the Black Church in the United States.

Sobel, Mechal. Trabelin’ On: The Slave Journey to an Afro-Baptist Faith. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1988.

An older but still relevant study that examines how African values and ideas were fundamental to the development of Baptist worship and
practice in the United States. It explores the impact of the “Great Awakening” on Black Christian practice, and the increasing racial tensions
within the Baptist church during the antebellum period.

Sparks, Randy. On Jordan’s Stormy Banks: Evangelicalism in Mississippi, 1773–1876. Athens, GA: University of Georgia Press,
1994.

Argues that evangelicalism in Mississippi began as a democratic movement among poor Blacks and Whites who fought established
hierarchies. As the Baptists, Methodists, and Presbyterians moved toward increased respectability and a more centralized authority in the
1820s and 1830s, many white evangelicals embraced a proslavery ideology. This led to the growth of religious barriers in biracial churches
and the increasing numbers of separate Black churches.

Wells-Oghoghomeh, Alexis. The Souls of Womenfolk: The Religious Cultures of Enslaved Women in the Lower South. Chapel Hill,
NC: University of North Carolina Press, 2021.

An important study focusing on the role of enslaved women in African American religious culture. Argues that the category of “slave religion”
has excluded women, and that scholars must attend to both gender and race to understand Black religion, including Black Christianity.

Debating Slavery in the Church

As the abolitionist movement grew more powerful over the course of the 18th and 19th centuries, White Christians developed new
theological defenses of slavery. Both abolitionists and proslavery Christians used the bible to support their positions. Tise 1987, Young
2006, and Irons 2008 all focus on proslavery thought, including proslavery theology. Johnson 2004 examines the myth of Ham among both
Black and White Christians in the United States. Soderlund 1985 provides a detailed portrait of how Quakers debated the issue of slavery
within their meetings, and Wright 2020 traces debates about conversion and slavery in the early US republic. Farrelly 2012 argues that
scholars should pay more attention to Catholic involvement with slavery in the United States.
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Farrelly, Maura Jane. “American Slavery, American Freedom, American Catholicism.” Early American Studies 10.1 (2012): 69–100.

An important historiographical intervention that argues that scholars have paid scant attention to Catholic involvement with the institution of
slavery in the United States, and to the role that slavery played in shaping American Catholicism.

Irons, Charles. The Origins of Proslavery Christianity: White and Black Evangelicals in Colonial and Antebellum Virginia. Chapel
Hill, NC: The University of North Carolina Press, 2008.

Examines the emergence of proslavery Christian thought in Virginia between 1680 and 1860.

Johnson, Sylvester. The Myth of Ham in Nineteenth-Century American Christianity: Race, Heathens, and the People of God. New
York: Palgrave MacMillan, 2004.

Examines the role of the Curse of Ham in both White and Black theological discourse in the 19th century United States.

Soderlund, Jean. Quakers and Slavery: A Divided Spirit. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1985.

An excellent social history showing how individual Quaker meetings debated the ethics of slaveholding. It offers insight into the divergent
approaches to antislavery within Quakerism and why it took Quakers a century to ban slaveholding in their communities.

Tise, Larry. Proslavery: A History of the Defense of Slavery in America, 1701–1840. Athens, GA: University of Georgia Press, 1987.

An older synthesis of proslavery thought, including proslavery theology.

Wright, Ben. Bonds of Salvation: How Christianity Inspired and Limited American Abolitionism. Baton Rouge, LA: Louisiana State
University Press, 2020.

Wright traces the debates about slavery within Christian churches, emphasizing the tension between the desire to “convert the world” and
the desire to end slavery (i.e., “purify” the world). Wright focuses on the early US republic and ends with the denominational schisms of the
1840s. Multiple chapters examine overseas colonization and its connection to the church, slavery, and white supremacy.

Young, Jeffrey Robert. Proslavery and Sectional Thought in the Early South, 1740–1829: An Anthology. Columbia: University of
South Carolina Press, 2006.

A collection of thirteen proslavery texts, including theological defenses.

Abolition and Emancipation

Christianity was an important component of abolitionist thought, even though most Christian churches did not support emancipation. Davis
1975 and Davis 2014 cover the history of antislavery thought and abolition, paying careful attention to the relationship between Christianity
and slavery. Brown 2006 is an excellent study of British antislavery and abolitionism, including the role of Quakers and evangelical
Christians in the abolitionist movement. Sinha 2016 argues that most scholarship about abolition has erased the centrality of enslaved and
free Blacks in the movement, while Cameron 2014 and Saillant 2003 shows how Black activists developed theological arguments to support
antislavery and abolition. Wright 2020 argues that Christianity both inspired and limited abolition.
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Brown, Christopher Leslie. Moral Capital: Foundations of British Abolitionism. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press,
2006.

A magnificent work of scholarship traces the development of the British abolitionist movement, including the influence of Quakers and
evangelical Christians.

Cameron, Christopher. To Plead Our Own Cause: African Americans in Massachusetts and the Making of the Antislavery
Movement. Kent, OH: Kent State University Press, 2014.

Shows how Black activists in Massachusetts developed theologically based arguments for abolition that laid the groundwork for the radical
abolitionist movement.

Davis, David Brion. The Problem of Slavery in the Age of Revolution, 1770–1823. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1975.

Volume 2 of Davis’s trilogy includes chapters on the Quakers and “Antislavery International,” as well as the broader influence of Christian
theology on antislavery and abolition.

Davis, David Brion. The Problem of Slavery in the Age of Emancipation. New York: Knopf, 2014.

Volume 3 of Davis’s trilogy about slavery and abolition.

Saillant, John. Black Puritan, Black Republican: The Life and Thought of Lemuel Haynes, 1753–1833. Oxford and New York:
Oxford University Press, 2003.

A biography of Lemuel Haynes, a Black minister and abolitionist who fought in the American War of Independence. John Saillant has also
published several articles about other Black Christian writers and an anthology of Black Christian writings coedited with Joanna Brooks.

Sinha, Manisha. The Slave’s Cause: A History of Abolition. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2016.

Argues that scholars have overlooked the central role that enslaved and free Blacks played in the history of abolition.

Wright, Ben. Bonds of Salvation: How Christianity Inspired and Limited American Abolitionism. Baton Rouge, LA: Louisiana State
University Press, 2020.

Wright asks why most White American Christians did not support abolition, even those who had antislavery beliefs. He argues that
Christianity both inspired and limited the abolitionist movement.
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